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GThis ChristmasS (1 Q& & K 2 ¢Qfdieigih dibnors tate €nough to ged few moreof the

forgotten children fromBelskoyeUstye Orphanagento a lovingRussiarhome® ¢
¢w h h C Q aintemational Christmas Appeal

Merry Christmas and Happy New Ye&gar Loyal Fiends of ROOF!!

Many of you have probably heard the breaking news from Moscow in the last week: both houses of the
Russian Duma have pasdedislationbanning the adoption cfiny Russian chilthy U.S. citiensas ofthe 1% of
January2013

Yesg politically motivated legislation is poised to depriveany ofw dza amostdisadvantaged childreaf the
opportunity to be adopted into American families who are already waiting for thémal. the Duma decision

was followed by an equally depressing press conference last Thursday, during which President Putin made it
quite clear that his support of the ban has to do with wounded national pride.

For15 years ROOF has been a cradsural, grassrots initiative providingeducationaland transition
2 LILI2 NI dzy A G A S& 8odve havizdaturklly l@enfieBliNgLak incyedsig number of questions about
the potertial impact of the new law.

Ly FlF OG> (GKS wdzaaAl y Uatph has zendmosdAriénnt R had severdlK Sy
petitions against the law come across my dedkom very differentgrassroots source§o gpositive effect of

the new legislation may be a certain galvanizing of Russian dtidem care and are ready to act. Important
Church spokesmen, too, are showiegl moralfiber in opposing the barBishop Panteleimon (Arkady

Shatov) Chairman of the Departnme of Charity and Social Wodf the Russian Orthodox Church, gare
interview in which hestatedthat it issimplya dzy' | OOSLJi I 6t S G2 YI { S baseddd hé & A
state ofpoliticall FFII ANB® ! ff I ga 6KAOK I NB LI aaSR o6& (KS

All of these machinations are at theg of my mindas | wite w h h QA2ZChristmas appeal letteandL Q f f
NBGOGdzNYy (2 GKFIG (K2dAKG akK2NIfe Ay O2yaARSNAyYy3a gK

2012 has been a big year of growth and change for R@{@the following as undoubted highlights:

1 Strong and steady growth of oaommitted, crosscultural volunteer base(who now workin 4
Moscow orphanageas well ast BelskoydJstye psychaeurological orphanage in Pskov Oblast)

1 The gening of asecondROOFRummer camgor the children of Tuchkovo Orphanage, outside
Moscow;

1 Due to unprecedented cooperation with the administration of Belskogéyepsycheneurological
orphanage ROOF hasegun to expandts Abilitation CenterSocial Hotelprogramto take inyounger
children ¢ gettingsomechildren out of the orphanage years earlier than was previously possible

In terms of our 2012 Christmas appdalQR £ A1 S (2 FT20dza e2dadk. I GISydAz2y

whhCQa h ©ehtér progrann s &al dife-line¢ ¢ offeringkids who would otherwise go on to the living
hell of an adult institution a chance to get ocoftthe system and into a family. Until ROOF first opened the
doors of its Abilitation Center/Social Hotel program in 2001, the adult institution, itgitthaily staple of
tranquilizing drugs and a severely curtailed-bfgectancy, was the fate okarly every Bekoye-Ustye

G ANI RdzF ( S ¢ fhareints Semet Ki&ldzhdSake personal responsibility f@advocating that the tate



allocate permanenhousing in the name of each Abilitation Center resident. They are wonderful, too, at
establishing the personal and professabrelationships that carry each residesdfely into young adulthoad
Sergei & Nadezhdare on the frontlineof deinstitutionalizaion work ¢ forging new territoryon a case by case
basis.

Andnow we are beginning a new phase of the Abilitation Center project: ROOF has been invited by the
orphanage administration to get more kids out of Belskbjstye at a younger agkeyoshaand liya¢ two boys

in their midteensg are already livingav h h C Qa AhlhidkionICéldeldocation4 days per weekAnd

ROOF has verbareementthat IR  Qa f AGGf S ONRGKSNI { | &dnedthé K2 A &
Abilitation Center But further expansion of our program capacity to include Sasha and other youngsters is
RSLISYRSY (G dz2l2y whhC KIF@Ay3a o6FaArAl FAYLFYOALFf &adzlil

Meanwhile, volunteers living at h h G#&anovo Volunteer élse near the orphanage abeginning to
dream ofextendngthe Abilitation Cente® i@sidential program to that locatigralso.And this will actually
happen ifjust a couple more likeninded people can be fountipeople who want to give theindes to the
children of Belskoy&Jstye The orphanage directois completely supportive andurging us on

And V\hilenthe new residential location at Baranovo is stilly a dreamin the offing the extension of Sergé&
b RSTKRIFIQ& ! 0AtAGEFAAZ2Y [/ Sy SNIcAUNDIANIRY Wia-odbrdie2¥o &
Sasha; is the first step éward that dream. AndHis first steps well within reach.

But takingon younger children gis ROOF more per montivhen over18s join the Abilitation Center
program they bringvith them a monthly state stipendf around $30Q; part of which contributes to
household budget. Younger diien contribute no such stipengland Serge& b I R S Ts Knénthi@ budget
has alreadyoeen stretchedeyond breaking poinby therecentdecision to welcome Lyosha and ltpathe
Abilitation Center

SoK A & ntBrhahddal Christmas appeahas the goal of raising $12,000 toward our Abilitation CeRtar
annualbudget for 2013to make iffinanciallyfeasiblefor houseparentsSergei & Nadezhda to welcome
severalyounger children from Belskoydstye to the Abilitation Center.

And so we return to the sad events of prasmferences and Duma votes from the past weéésterday, ne

2T whhCQa Y2adG | OGAGS @2t dzyi SSNE &dzYYSR thizlaboptiéhS K
banYl 1 Sa4 whhCQ& ¢2NJ] ahqb@®|chedové? tNdibregking névigl § | KRG KNI ¢
Thetruth is that ROOF is in a position to countiee harmful fear and xenophobiaf the recent legislation

head ong so our rallying call for this Christmas appeal is

At a time when some within Russiare fearful thatforeignerswant only to look down on
Russia from afgrhave no interest irgrassoots work together with the Russian people, and
evenadopt Russian childreout of self-interestcf ST Qa4 0S -examip@Ay 3 O2d

This ChristmasS (1 Q& & K 2 éQfalieigh donons tare €nough tget a few more ofthe
forgotten children fromBelskoyeUstyeOrphanageinto a loving Russiarhome.

And IS i Q that Rdugh the concrete actionof generating$12K toadd tothe Abilitation
| SyidSNRa gbythelsda darudr$ 2013!

Please take the timBlOWto quicklydonate somethingto our appealeither by check ofi K N2 dzZ3 K wh h C
website atwww.roofnet.org Be sure to markour webR 2 y' I GVi22NJ A v6d G2 IS G K S NJ & 2 NJ



http://www.roofnet.org/

Please mail checks to: ROOF, c/o Treasurer Karen Jansson, 52@@oWftridrive, Racine, Wl 53402
(kjansson@roofnet.org

b2 R2ylF{iA2y Aa (22 avltftx odzi NBlIfAaGAOFft & 4SQf
make our 82K goal over the course of tieek. So if you are blessed to be able to gasarger amount
please consider this cause seriously. You will be saving specific lives

And pleaseshare this appeal (Facebook, etc.) watlfiew selecfriendsby asking them tenatch your donation
tothiscrossOdzf (1 dzNF £ SFF2NI (2 3ISG OwhilefdiBadng fed dud xeBophobiadnd &
the process

¢ 2 3 S K S Nialking, (a3 ésthaifrér2yLdf fear and fingguointingfor what it is,and work together to get
a few specific chileén out of a specific orphanage into a specific home. Now.

CKFyl @&2dz Fff &2 YdzOK F2 NJrike RaseSindzy ghotgalferyof \AriodsdzLILI2 NIi
highlights fromthe Abilitation Center in 201attached, below!

Yours sincerely,

Georgia Williams
Chairman, Russian Orphan Opportunity Fund (ROOF)

The Board of the Russian Orphan Opportunity Fund

Georgia J. WilliamssolunteerChairman

Daria Kirjanoy volunteer President (Adjunct Faculty, Dept. of Modern Languages at the University ofaNe) H

Karen Janssarvolunteer TreasuregUS

Rosalind Williamsvolunteer Treasureg whole world (School Teacheretired)

Mr. Arne Alsin Board Member (Financial Advisor, Alsin Cagitadoptive parent

Dr. Lucy Kostyanovskypoard Member (History DepNIi YSyYy (05 YAy I Qacabaptivdp&rang> [ 2y R2 Yy
Mother Nectaria McLeesBoard Member (Orthodox monastic, Editor of Road to Emmaus Journal of Orthodox Faith and
Culture)

Dr. Timothy PatitsasBoard Member (Assistant Professor of Ethics at Helleoliege Holy Cross)

Fr. Stephen PlaftBoard Member (Priest of St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church, Oxford, UK)

Dr. Peter SchadleBoard Member (Visiting scholar at Hellenic College Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology)
Dr. Nina Gorky Shgiro, Board Member(Slavic Bibliographer, Princeton Universitgtired)

Lynne UdaloyBoard Member (Moscow basédt Agent & Entrepreneut Lynne and her husband Vadim also provided
Moscow office space for ROOF in 2012!
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The orphanage at Belskoyistye
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